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Cook-DuPage Corridor Transportation David May dmay @walshgroup.com

Long-Range Plan 400 S. 8th 708-579-3107
Comments/Suggestions LaGrange, IL. 60525
March 2008

Regarding several selected system improvement components

Wolf & Central overpasses:  Excellent

Inner Circumferential Rail:  Consider preliminary step of extending current BNSF Metra service trains that now begin
or end their runs at Congress Park north on the IHBRR to 3 new stations in LaGrange
Park, Westchester and Broadview

1-355 BRT: Consider using Com Ed ROW just west of Expressway

SMART corridors: The first priority of arterial street improvements should be expediting bus travel.

Regarding the process

1. Grandiose, gigantic, gold-plated designs are the bane of transportation improvement efforts. (1) Consider: phased
projects (2); using existing structures and rights-of-way (3); engineering to a reasonable level of quality and safety
rather than an ultimate (4); limiting land use; encouraging transit-oriented urban design; rejecting NIMBY
complaints.

2. Without numerous funding sources (5), the proposed projects will be consigned to the end of a long queue of
transportation improvements awaiting insufficient federal funding. Ignoring this reality lessens the value of this
study.

3. Iappreciate the need to focus this study on a defined geographic area. But somewhere the effects
of actions in the wider metropolitan area on these proposals should be considered (6) Faster Metra trains. Set a first
goal of express speeds of 90mph.

Comments re BRT lines:

Where a new expressway lane in each direction can be built, those lanes could be reserved for BRT (bus rapid
transit) and XTL (Express Toll Lane) or HOT (High Occupancy Toll) vehicles. To assure high quality (fast and
reliable) BRT service, the amount of the toll should be continuously adjusted to limit users to a volume that
maintains speeds at the posted limit. Only I-Pass users would be allowed. The toll revenues could pay a substantial
portion of the construction costs. The BRTs should have stations that provide for payment of fares at the stations
instead of on the buses. If BRT buses will be operated on regular streets (off of the busway) at the ends of the
expressway, the buses should have signal priority and dedicated loading lanes.

Comments re the Eisenhower and the Blue Line:

. A mass transit service extension west from the CTA Blue Line west terminal in Forest Park could be routed on
or next to the Eisenhower and Reagan expressways, or it could use some of the Prairie Path (CA&E) ROW. The
system could be BRT (bus), or light rail (trolley), or heavy rail (Blue Line extension). However, the best solution
could include new facilities on both routes utilizing more than one of the systems. (The expressway route would
serve major employment and retail centers in Oak Erook and Lombard. The Prairie Path route would serve
residential neighborhoods that are not within walking distance of Metra stations.)

2. An extension of the Blué Line to Yorktown will be a poor investment if the CTA trains are operated in the
current manner. For a new extension to deliver reasonable value, the entire service to the Loop needs to have no
endemic slow zones, speeds of at least 60 mph, clean cars, quieter cars, and express (or at least A-B) service. If
all of these cannot be provided and maintained, this option should not be pursued.

3. New XLT lanes on the Eisenhower could utilize excess CTA ROW between Halsted and Harlem. A lease by
CTA to the tollroad operator could provide a tidy annual revenue stream that the CTA could leverage for system

. improvements. e

= Th the Oak Park section of the Ike, consider making space on the ground for 2 new lanes from Austin to Harlent
* _Jin the center of the expressway by replacing the west ramps from Austin and the east ramps from Harlem with
QE’S‘ an elevated roadway connecting the two streets. This viaduct would primarily serve vehicles driving to or from

the Eisenhower.
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