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December 14, 2010

Mr. Pete Harmet, P.E.
Bureau Chief of Programming, District 1
Illinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

Re: Interstate 290 (Eisenhower Expressway) Improvement Project
Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodation

Dear Mr. Harmet:

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force passed a motion at
its last meeting, October 18, 2010, to compose and send this letter to the Illinois Department of
Transportation.  (Minutes posted at http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/bicycle-and-pedestrian-task-
force/minutes.)

The purpose of the letter is to formally request that IDOT and the Eisenhower Expressway/I-290
Corridor Group, and its associated advisory committees, analyze the potential for a major new off-road
trail connecting to the Illinois Prairie Path and other local and regional bikeways within the study
corridor.  This effort would be the first step in creating a direct non-motorized link between Chicago
and the western suburbs.

The rationale for this request lies in a number of important points:

1. Emerging research (from Europe) suggests that providing a direct off-road trail from suburban
areas to the central city core can significantly increase regional bicycle commuting;

2. An existing major regional trail, the Illinois Prairie Path, feeds into the Eisenhower corridor
and stretches 51 miles westward through western Cook, DuPage and Kane Counties –  linking
19 communities, numerous bus and commuter rail lines, and several major north-south
regional trails, thus providing an important link in the integrated regional network;

3. Creating an extension of this trail will connect western Cook County communities to the City
of Chicago, DuPage County, Kane County, and hundreds of miles of other existing and
proposed north-south regional trails such as the DesPlaines River Trail, the Salt Creek
Greenway Trail, the Fox River Trail, the Chicago Boulevard Bikeway, and the Chicago
Lakefront Trail;

4. The request supports CMAP’s recently adopted Northeastern Illinois Regional Greenways and
Trails Plan as well as its comprehensive regional plan, GO TO 2040, which contains the
objective of expanding the existing regional trail system and creating linkages; and

5. IDOT’s current study could be the first step in creating a new Eisenhower Regional Trail.

http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/bicycle-and-pedestrian-task-force/minutes
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/bicycle-and-pedestrian-task-force/minutes
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The Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force feels strongly that now is the appropriate time for the Task
Force to provide input and for IDOT to analyze bicycle and pedestrian accommodations as part of the
Eisenhower Expressway /I-290 Improvement project.

Sincerely,

Thomas B. Rickert
Chairman, CMAP Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force
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CTA Blue Line Extension to Maywood
Concept Plan Showing Possible Track Alignment, Station/Bus Terminal/Park-and-Ride Facilities, New Rail Terminal Yard Site, TOD Opportunities, and Other Features
DRAFT •  10 December 2010
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I-290 TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES DEVELOPMENT SHEET

CTA Blue Line Oak Park Station Improvements
Concept Plan

DRAFT •  10 December 2010

STAIRS

C
ir
c
le
 A
v
e
n
u
e

EISENHOWER EXPRESSWAY (I-290)

H
a
rl
e
m
 A
v
e
n
u
e

Lehmer Street

PLATFORM (525’)

Modernized & Expanded 
Main Entrance/Exit 

(Harlem West)
With ADA elevator to 

platform level

STAIRS

WALKWAY TO EAST SIDE OF HARLEM

S
O
U
T
H
B
O
U
N
D
 B
U
S
 O
N
L
Y
 L
A
N
E

W
ID
E
N
E
D
 S
ID
E
W
A
L
K
 W

IT
H
 T
R
A
N
S
IT
 S
H
E
L
T
E
R
S

N
O
R
T
H
B
O
U
N
D
 B
U
S
 O
N
L
Y
 L
A
N
E

N
O
R
T
H
B
O
U
N
D
 I-
29
0 
E
N
T
R
A
N
C
E
 L
A
N
E
 O
N
 N
E
W
 D
E
C
K

W
ID
E
N
E
D
 S
ID
E
W
A
L
K
 W

IT
H
 T
R
A
N
S
IT
 S
H
E
L
T
E
R
S

New Auxiliary 
Entrance/Exit
(Harlem East)

STAIRS

Modernized
Auxiliary Entrance/Exit 

(Circle Ave)

debacker
Typewriter
#87



I-290 TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES DEVELOPMENT SHEET

CTA Blue Line Oak Park Station Improvements
Concept Plan

DRAFT •  10 December 2010
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I-290 TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES DEVELOPMENT SHEET

CTA Blue Line Austin Station Improvements
Concept Plan

DRAFT •  10 December 2010
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